Idaho Forest Practices Act Rule Summaries
IFPA - Landings, Skid Trails, and Fire Trails

Rule 030.04. Location of Landings, Skid Trails, and Fire Trails. Locate landings, skid trails, and fire trails on stable areas to
prevent the risk of material entering streams.

a. All new or reconstructed landings, skid trails, and fire trails shall be located on stable areas outside the appropriate
stream protection zones. Locate fire and skid trails where sidecasting is held to a minimum.

b. Minimize the size of a landing to that necessary for safe economical operation.

c. To prevent landslides, fill material used in landing construction shall be free of loose stumps and excessive
accumulations of slash. On slopes where sidecasting is necessary, landings shall be stabilized by use of seeding,
compaction, riprapping, benching, mulching or other suitable means.

05. Drainage Systems. For each landing, skid trail or fire trail a drainage system shall be provided and maintained that
will control the dispersal of surface water to minimize erosion.

a. Stabilize skid trails and fire trails whenever they are subject to erosion, by water barring, cross draining, outsloping,
scarifying, seeding or other suitable means. This work shall be kept current to prevent erosion prior to fall and spring
runoff.

b. Reshape landings as needed to facilitate drainage prior to fall and spring runoff. Stabilize all landings by establishing
ground cover or by some other means within one (1) year after harvesting is completed.

FROM: Barkley et al., 2015. Idaho Forestry Best Management Practices Field Guide: Using BMPs to Protect Water Quality. Bulletin
891, University of Idaho Extension, Moscow, ID.




