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Prescribed or controlled burning isaterm most people

have heard, but don’t necessarily understand.
Smokey Bear and Woodsy Owl taught usthat fireis
“bad” for theforest and it’sinhabitantsand we should
prevent and extinguishforest fires. Actudly, fireisa
natural processinforest ecosystems. Firescanrejuve-
nate plants, rel ease and recycle nutrients, reduce
hazardousfuel accumulations, andimprovewildlife
habitat and forest diversity.

Fireisacommon natural disturbance. Prescribed fires
may beignited by peopleor lightning, and arealowed
to burn under designated weather and fuel conditions
that meet management objectives. Thesefiresburn
within adesignated areathat preventsdamageto
people and property.

Althoughfiresaregenerally lessfrequent now than
during the 1700 and 1800's, firesare commonin
forest ecosystems. Most plantsand animasarewell
adapted to survivefires, and usually thrive under post
fireconditions. Prescribed burnscan:

* Reducefuels. Burning fuelsbeforethey can feed
adamaging fireisoften donefollowing timber
harvests. Prescribed fire can be used with thinning,
pruning, and clearing brush and logsto remove
fuelsfrom around homes. Thiscreastesdefensible
spacesand hel pssafeguard homesfromwildfire
and assgsfirefightersin controlling them.

* Prepare sitesfor reforestation. Preparing sites
for natural or artificial regeneration of treesisa
common use of prescribed burning.

* Improvegrazing. Prescribed firesarewidely
used on rangelands and foreststo promotethe
growth of morenutritiousforage.

 Maintain specific plant speciesor ecological
communities. Firescan be prescribed to favor

plant and animal speciesthat thrivein moreopen
conditions,

Prescribed burning isonly appliedin standsof trees
that aretall enough for thefoliageto escapethe heat
from thefireand havethickened, heat resistant bark
onthelower trunk. Theburn should be carefully
planned and conducted by experienced individuas.
Theareabeing burned should be carefully mapped,
with specia attention to thetopography. Areaswith
pronounced dopeswill create sufficient updrafts
during thefireto burnwithnowind. Level terrainwill
burn moreéefficiently with agentle, steady wind. The
treated areashould beisolated by firebreaks com-
pletely free of vegetation and surfacelitter.

Westher conditionsmust be chosen carefully to burn
safely and economically. Theseconditionsincludelow
relative humidity, littleor nowind, cool daytime
temperatures, and the proper moisture content of the
fudsand soil.

Other factorsto consider are: theaccessibility of the
site; theamount of fuelson the ground; the method of
ignition; and thetimeof year. Idahoair quality regula
tionsare becoming morestrict and may prevent
scheduled burningif air quality israted poor. The
North Idaho Smoke Management group coordinates
burning activitiesamong federa and state agenciesand
privateindustria land managersin limiting smoke
productiontomaintainair quality.

Typica methodsof prescribed burning include back-
firesset to back into prevailing winds, or downs ope
or strip head fires, which areignited in narrow strips
and burn uphill or with thewind until they reacha
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firebreak or aprevioudy burned strip. Prescribed maly not bethe disaster that Smokey Bear taught us.
burning detailsvary accordingtothespeciesandburn It may be someone using asound, natural forest
objectives. management practicetoimprovetheir forested land.

Severd forestry consulting firmsoffer prescribed
burning services. Their pricesvary accordingtothe
steto be burned, the acreage and difficulty of the

burn, amount of fuels, timeof year, availability of Thisinformation first appeared in Woodland NOTES, Val. 3,
water, method of ignition, and who will assumethe No. 4.
liability should thefireburn out of control. About the Authors: Ywonne Carree Barkley isan Extension

_ o _ Associate - Forestry and Dr. Penny Morgan is a Professor at
Next timeyou seeafireinthewoods, remember; it the University of Idaho.
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