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Weekend Warrior Logging - Are You Being Safe?
Chris Schnepf

One of the satisfactions of owning forest property is
working outdoorstoimprovethe health and va ue of
your forest. Themoreyou learn about forestry, the
morethingsyou will seeinyour woodsthat need
work. Many of theseforest improvementsinvolve
cutting trees.

Somelandownerswant to do their ownlogging
becausethey prefer ahands-on approachto culturing
their forest. Also, itisincreasingly difficult for land-
ownerstofind or afford good loggersto do small jobs
—especidly thosewith littleimmediate economic
return, such asthinning poor quality trees.

Unfortunately, most peoplewho arenot full-time
loggersor forestry contractorshave had little, if any,
training related tologging safety. Falling atree, bucking
itintoalog, skiddingittoalanding, thenloading it
onto atruck and haulingit toamill may look smple
and gtraightforward. Unfortunately, theredlity isthat
logging isoneof the most dangerousactivitiesinthe
world. Lifeand limb threatening accidents|urk at
every corner. Inarecent year, theldaho Industria
Commission recorded approximately 200 insurance
claimsfor logging accidentswheretheagent was. 1) a
log, tree, or part of atreeor, 2) adeviceused to cut a
tree such asachainsaw or axe. Injuriesranged from
physical impairment and lossof work timeto death
(eight peoplediedindaho logging accidentsthat
year). Many of the professional loggersinthese
accidentshad years of experience and attended annual
safety andfirst aid training. Hereareafew of thetypes
of questionsyou should beasking yourself to avoid
accidentswhen cutting or moving treeson your

property.

* Protective Clothing. Areyou wearing the appro-
priatetypesof safety clothing for theactivity (hard

hat, eye protection, chaps, earplugs, gloves,
appropriate clothing and shoes, etc.)?

* Safety devices. Do you have appropriate safety
deviceson your equipment (chainbreakson saws,
roll-barsand other guards on equipment used for
skidding)?

* First aid. Haveyou had basicfirst aid training?
How long hasit been? Do you have afully stocked
first aid kit whereyou areworking?

* Equipment. Areyou familiar with therange of
toolsavailablefor agiven woodstask? Areyou
using theright tool for thejob?Haveyou checked
your equipment for wear? Have you maintained it
properly (sharpened you saw chain)?

* Fire. Areyou prepared to prevent fireswhile
working?What isthe condition of your saw’s
spark arrester? Do you have appropriate equip-
ment tofight asmall fireif onegetsstarted?

» Communication. Areyouworking aloneinthe
woods? Do you have aconvenient meansto
contact someonein an emergency (radioor cell
phone)?If you areworking with someone, do you
discusssafety proceduresregularly? Haveyou
established hand signal s or other formsof commu-
nication for timeswhenitisdifficult to hear each
other?

» Xills. Itisonething to cut 2-3inch diameter
saplingsinapre-commercia thinning. Itisanother
tofall alopsided tree, 30inchesin diameter, ona
50% dope. Beredistic about your skill level and
consider hiring aprofessional for jobsthat are
beyond your sKills.
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Therearemany sourcesfor moreinformation onthis
topic. Oneplaceto start istheliterature that camewith
the equipment you are using to do thework. If you no
longer havethat literature, check with alocal storethat
sdllsthesameor smilar products. Some manufactur-
erseven provideinstructiona videosand pamphletsto
help peopleusetheir equipment safely.

Another invaluable source of informationistheldaho
Logging Safety Bureau. Thisstateagency periodically
vistsldahologging operationsand providesloggers
with on-siteand indoor first aid and safety training. To
receivetheir quarterly newdetter that chroniclesidaho
logging accidentsand provideshel pful adviceon
logging safety, contact: |daho Logging Safety News,

Logging Safety Bureau, PO. Box 83720, Boise, ID
83720-0048.

Whenever forest ownersdo their own woodswork,
safety isamajor concern. In recent Extensionfield
programson small-scalelogging technology and
thinning and pruning, weare including astronger
safety component.

Thisinformation first appeared in Woodland NOTES, Val.
10, No. 1.
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