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|dahoans have long enjoyed the benefits of clear,
forest streams. Forest roads arethe primary source
for sltation of these streams, especially during thefirst
few yearsof roads lives. Seeding grassand legumes
on banks of maintained roadsand beds of limited-use
roads controlssoil erosion, createsforagefor live-
stock and wildlife, and hel pscontrol weeds. Success-
fully establishing thisvegetationinvolvesmorethan
smply scattering the seed, however.

Before seeding, study specificareasinwhichthegrass
must establish. How deep arethe soils? How steepis
thesite?What direction doesit face? Thishelpsyou
estimatetheeffective precipitation thesitereceives. A
sitemay get 20" of rain per year, but on steep, thin
soiled, south facing exposure(s) much of thiswill
evaporate, leaving lessfor grass.

After studying thesite, choosethe grass species.
Usualy amix of taller grasses shorter grassesand
legumesisused. A typical seed mix for awet site
(over 25" effective precipitation) might include oneor
two varietiesfrom each of thefollowing categories:.

Taler (>50% of mix)
Crested wheatgrass
Intermediate wheatgrass
Pubescent whesatgrass
Smooth brome
Meadow brome

Tall whegtgrass

Orchard grass

Shorter (<50% of mix)
Timathy

Hard fescue

Creeping red fescue
Canadabluegrass

Kentucky bluegrass
Tdl fescue

Legumes
Birdsfoot Trefail
WhiteDutch clover

A typical seed mix for adry site(Under 25” effective
precipitation) might include oneor two varietiesfrom
each of thefollowing categories:

Taler (>50% of mix)
Crested wheatgrass
Intermediate wheatgrass
Pubescent whesatgrass
Bluebunchwheatgrass
Tall whegtgrass

Tdl fescue

Shorter (<50% of mix)
Streambank whesatgrass
Hard fescue
Bigbluegrass
Sheepfescue

Orchard grass

Legumes

Lewisflax

Alfdfa

Ydlow sweet clover
Smdl burnet

Seeding ratesvary according to seed size, dryness of
site, and method of dispersal. Large seeds, dry sites
and broadcasting by hand or machinerequiremore
seed than small seeds, wet sites, and drilling. Grass
seed usually containssmall percentages of crop seed,
weed seed and inert materialsand not a| that remains
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germinates. Whatever varieties of seed you use,
calculate seeding rateson the basisof purelive seed,
whichisameasureof seedlot purity and germination
percentage. Generally, 100-150 purelive seeds per
sguarefoot isasufficient seeding dengity. Contact
your local Ul Extension or Natural Resource Conser-
vation Servicefor specific seeding recommendations.

Before seeding, make sure seedswill have contact
with soil. Itisbest to seed just after road construction
becausethereisfreshly exposed soil. Try toleavea
rough surface so seed will haveaplacetolodge. This
isespecialy important on steep dopes—you may even
want to create“ mini-terraces’ to get grass seeds
started.

Seed may be spread by hand, broadcast mechanically
(ex: “cyclonespreader”) or drilled (if you haveavery
level seeding surface). Thefirst two methods placethe
seed on the surface. Drilling places seed at acon-
trolled depth. Youmay a so hireaprofessional who
can use specialized equipment to seedinamulch
durry (*hydromulch™) or usingforcedair (“air seed”).
Regardlessof techniqueused, seed either inthefal
(sx weeksbeforefreeze date) or inthe early spring.
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Seeding over snow isnot recommended.

Itisgood tofertilize Steswhile seeding, asmany of
these soilshave had most of thetopsoil removed,
leaving rdatively infertilesubsoil. Generdly, 250 1bs/
acreof 16-20-Ofertilizer isadequate.

Consder sending samplesintotheUniversity of Idaho
to determine precise nutrient requirements. Your local
Extension Officecan helpyou submit asoil sample..

Mulchingwith excelsior, clean straw, durried wood
fiber or smilar materidsafter spreading the seed
providesabetter environment for seedling growth and
hel psto control erosionuntil after thevegetationis
established. Also, onceyou have established the
seedlings, try to keep livestock off thesitefor at least
ayear sothat the grass hasagood opportunity to
edablish.

Thisinformation first appeared in Woodland NOTES, Val. 1,
No. 2.
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