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Salvaging Dead Timber
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Itishard to watch large pockets of treeson your
property fal victimtoinsectsor disease. Thesetrees
can bean eyesoreand aloss of present and future
incomefor thewoodland owner. But al isnot neces-
sarily lost. Salvage salesareaway to secureincome
fromtimber killed or damaged by insects, disease, ice,
fire, or highwinds.

I nventory. To set up asalvage sale, you need specific
information on thevolumeand qudity of timber being
removed. Thelonger treesare dead, themoretheir
wood may bediscolored by bluestainfungi. Bluestain
doesn’t physically damagethewood, but often results
inlower pricesfor logs. Theremay aso bedight
deductionsfor charred wood, or extensiveinsect
gdleries. Check with different millsto seehow muchis
deducted for different flaws.

You a so need dataon the sitefromwhich treeswill be
harvested. I nformation on thetopography and access-
bility to roads hel psdeterminelogging methodsand
whereto place new roads, if needed.

Silvicultral Needs. When salvaging beetlekilled
timber, many of thetreesat themargin of the* pocket”
areprobably infested aswell and should be removed.
Do you have enough usabl e, accessible board-foot
volumeto make an economical harvest?If not, a
salvage operation might be an opportunetimeto
commercialy thin adjacent standsto provide enough
timber volumefor asaleand make better use of the
base sale costs, such astrucks, sawyersand new
roads. Thisthinning can a so be used to favor superior
treesandincrease stands' resistanceto further bark
beetl e attack.

Plan for regeneration. Prompt Site preparation and tree
planting hel psprevent brushfrom reclaiming thesite. If

you have had problemswith root rot in the area, plant
speciesmoreresistant to thefungi.

Also think about non-timber objectives, suchas
wildlife. Perhapsyou want brush to moveinto small
areaswith dead timber, to provide grouse habitat.
Also consider leaving afew large dead snagsfor
hawks, owls or woodpeckers.

Forest Management Plan/Timber Sale Contracts.
Besureto carry out the salvagein concert witha
forest management plan, so that roadsand harvests
arecons stent with your long range goals. Design new
roadsand skidtrailsto be useful for future harvests
and other continuing access needs.

After making harvest decisions, get asigned contract
that specifiesthemethod of logging, payment, ligbility,
timelimits, road and improvement responsibilitiesand
dash disposal. For more detailson sal e contracts, see
EB 0961, Timber Sale Agreements, a\Washington
State Univergity publication availablethroughyour
local Extenson Office.

Your forest management plan and sale contract help
you communicatewhat you want the stand to look like
after harvest tologgersand professional foresterswho
work onyou property.

Assistance. To help you plan and contract asalvage
sale, itiswiseto obtain assistanceform aprofessiona
forester with daho Department of Lands. For more
comprehens ve assistance, consulting forestersoffer
timber inventory, contract supervision, and many other
servicesfor afee. Asyour representative, the
consultant’s success depends on keeping you satisfied
by getting top pricesfor your logswhile meeting your
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land management goals. Make sureyou confirmthe officesa so havemany other publicationson topics
consulting feebefore agreeing tothework, ask about  related to salvage sales, from forest management plans
landowner references, and confirmthat theconsultant  to woodland road construction.

isaforestry graduate of an accredited college pro-
gram.

Thisinformation first appeared in Woodland NOTES, Val. 2,
For moreinformation on setting up asalvagesae, stop  No. 2.
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