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Interest in planting tree seedlingsisincreasing. Unfor-
tunately, thejob isnot done oncethetreeisinthe
ground. A variety of animalsmay injureor kill tree
seedlings. Onecommon threat to seedling survival is
the pocket gopher.

Pocket gophersaresmall rodentsthat livein extensive
underground burrow systems. Gophersliveon roots,
seeds, and other plant partsand serveavaluable
ecological role. Gopher burrowshelp to cyclenutri-
entsand provide spacefor air and water to move
throughthesoil.

Unfortunately, large pocket gopher popul ations can
wreak havoc onforest plantations. Pocket gophers
prefer habitatswith abundant forbs (non-woody,
broad-leaved vegetation), many of which havelarge
fleshy rootsfor themto eat. When asiteisdisturbed
by harvest or fire, many of these plantsmovein, and
with them come pocket gophers.

Most nursery-grown seedlings have been weeded
watered and fertilized, making them very atractiveto
pocket gophers. Pocket gophersmay clip seedling
roots, pull seedlingsunderground, or clip or girdie
seedlings above ground, often working under winter
SNOW cover.

Gopher damagerisk can be estimated by first looking
for fresh dirt mounds (seegraphic). If nomoundsare
currently present you still need to be concerned.
Gopherscan reproducerapidly oncethey invadea
favorablesite. I sthe site becoming heavily vegetated
by plantsfavored by gophers? Do adjacent siteshave
activegophers?If you haveahighrisk of gopher

damage, thefollowing methods may beused individu-
aly orincombination:

-Removing forbsand other gopher food. Gopher
numbersmay bereduced by using herbicidesprior
to planting, to remove plantsthey feed on.

- Enhancing natural predators. Badgersand many
birdsof prey feed on pocket gophers. Leavinga
few snagsas perchesmay help owlsand other
raptorsprey on gophers.

-Using pesticides. Grain laced with strychnine
akaoid isthemost common method of poisoning
gophers. Probesor other devicesare used to place
thebaitin burrows. Be careful about non-target
anima swhen us ng these compounds. Fumigants
arealso sometimesused over limited areas.

- Trapping. Traps placed in burrows may be used if
gophersareinalimited area. Many trap stylesare
avalable,

-Vexar. Vexar isarigid plastic mesh tubing used to
prevent deer damage. Burying the base of the
tubing underground with the seedling deters pocket
gophers somewhat too.

For morespecificinformation onidentifying, and
controlling pocket gopher seedling damage, stop into
your loca University of 1daho Extension officeand ask
for acopy of EC 1255: Controlling pocket gopher
damageto conifer seedlings (OSU), or related
publications.

Thisinformation first appeared in Woodland NOTES, Val. 3,
No. 2.
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