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Plan and Prepare Now for Spring Tree Planting
Yvonne Carree Barkley

Areyou going to plant treesnext spring? Haven't
thought that far ahead yet? Thoroughly planning and
preparing atree planting project can save you consid-
erabletimeand money.

Planning Your TreePlanting. First, consider your
ste. Knowing the characteristicsof theplanting Siteis
important. | sthe aspect north/east (wetter and cooler)
or south/west (hotter and drier)? Steep dopeswill
magnify the affectsof the aspect. What type of soils
doyou have? Doesthe site have any low areasthat
will bewetter or colder or higher areasthat would be
hotter and drier thantherest of thearea?|sthesite
accessible by truck or tractor? Do you want to
irrigate?If so, how far isthe closest water source?
What isthe present type and percent of vegetative
cover of thesite? Will previoususesof thesiteimpact
your planting?

Foecies Selection. Each tree specieshasit’sown set
of environmental tolerances. Consider aspect, soil
type, soil pH, amount and timing of annual precipita:
tion, length of growing season, average dates of first
and last frosts, and the desired uses of thetree plant-
ing. Usethisinformation to select speciesthat are
suitablefor your site. Most references provide native
range mapsand adescription of thetypeof sSitethat a
particular speciesisfound.

Weed Control. Weed control isanimportant factor in
the success of your tree planting. Plan how to control
inevitable weeds now. K eep athreefoot diameter
zonearound each planted tree freefrom competing
vegetation. Thereare many waysto control weedsin
tree plantations. Mowing and hoeing work well, but
becometime consuming and often damagetreetrunks
and roots. Clean cultivation also workswell, but
hoeing and hand pulling weedsaround treesistill

necessary. Probably theleast |abor intensive and most
effective controlsare pre- and post-emergent herbi-
cides. Do your homework to find out the best combi-
nation of herbicidesfor your planting. Some herbicides
arerecommended for usewith hardwood species

while othersare better with conifers. Plan on control-
lingweedsfor threeto fiveyearsafter planting your
trees.

Animal Browse Damage. Isyour treeplanting site
frequented by deer, elk, or moose? How about
pocket gophersor porcupines?If so, plan your
protection strategy beforeyou plant thosetrees! An
industrious pocket gopher only needsonenight to
destroy rowsof freshly planted seedlings. Thereare
many methods of animal browse protection. Fencing
theentireplantingisvery effective, but alsovery
costly. Treesheltersareeasy toinstall, but are costly
and only offer protection until thetree growsout of the
top of the shelter. Repellentsarereadily availableand
inexpensive, but not very effective over thelong term.
Toxicants, trapping, and shooting a so have unique
advantages and disadvantages.

Fertilization. Unlessyour Siteisseverely deficientina
particular nutrient, nofertilization should beneededin
thefirst threetofiveyearsof growth.

Pruning. Theprimary purposeof early pruningisto
establishacentrd, single-stemmed leader. If your tree
planting consistsof hardwood species, planto prune
at least once, if not twice, ayear for thefirst fiveyears
of growth. Pruningisavery important aspect of
hardwood maintenance. Conifersshould not need to
be pruned unlessthey are being grown as Christmas
trees, and then are usually sheared annually.
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How much timewill it take? How much time do you
haveto prepare, plant and maintain your tree planting?
What methods of site preparationwill you use? How
will you plant thetrees— by hand or tree planting
machine?How will you control weedsduring the next
threetofiveyears? Areyou going to do thework
yourself or contract otherstodoit for you?

SitePreparation. Site preparation requirementswill
depend onthetype of vegetation and dash onthesite
and thetypeof tree plantinginvolved. Fall isagreat
timeto prepareyour tree planting Site. Site preparation
usualy involvesacombination of burning, scalping,
and/or chemically treating planting spotsor rows.
Areasof perennial and noxiousweedsshould be
identified and aggressively controlled with gppropriate
herbicides. You gain several advantagesby preparing
your siteinthefdl. You cantreat for competing
vegetation not once, but twice, before planting and get
more complete control. And sinceyou will not haveto

wait for thesiteto dry out beforeit can be prepared,
youwill beableto plant earlier.

Thisbrief description of thefactorsto consider for a
successful treeplanting will helptodert youto Situa
tionswhereyou may need additional information and
professiond assistance. Thefollowing publicationsare
availablefromyour loca Extension officeand provide
information on tree planting and maintenance, and
other sources of assistance:

* Plant Your Container Grown Seedlings Right.
Collegeof Ag. CISNo. 528

» Hardwood Plantations for the Inland North-
west. |daho Forest, Wildlifeand Range Exp.
Station Bulletin No. 57

Thisinformation first appeared in Woodland NOTES, Val. 9,
No. 2.

About the Author: Yvonne Carree Barkley isan Extension
Associate - Forestry at the University of Idaho.
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