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Riparian Zone Tree Plantings
Yvonne Carree Barkley and Ron Mahoney

Riparian zonesare areasaong or near astream, rive,
or body of water; they arevery important for wildlife
habitat and water quality and add diversity tothe

landscape.

Asinterestin water quaity and riparian zone manage-
ment isincreasing, many peoplearelooking for tree
speciesthat grow well inareasthat are periodicaly
flooded. Tree specieswhichimprovefishandwildlife
habitat and act asnutrient sinksareespeciadly in
demand. Wildlife speciesarevery activeinriparian
zones. Food and cover can be provided depending on
the species selected for planting. Fish benefit from
overhanging treeswhich lower water temperaturesby
shading, and increase organic materialsto the stream
by lesf fall.

Treesarevery effectivenutrient filtersthat can modify
someenvironmenta impactsof agricultural practices.
Thesetreeswill removeand storeasmuch as 89% of
thenutrientsbefore they haveachanceto enter into
waterways. Periodic harvest of trees can then remove
excessnutrientsfrom the ecosystem. Removalsaso
occur when nuts, fruitsor vegetative materia are
consumed by wildlifeor livestock. Wherewater
quality isof concernlandownersshould know that
hardwood tree speciesaong stream coursesand
irrigation cana sare moreeffectivefiltersof excess
nutrientsthan conifersand herbaceous plantings.

Below isalist of very flood tolerant and flood tolerant
tree species. Most of these specieshavetheability to
producetimber, wildlife, aesthetic and aguatic benefits.

Flood Tolerant Soecies are defined astreesthat can
withstand flooding for most of one growing season.

American basswood
Shberiandm

cedar
hackberry
red maple
slvermaple
bur oak
Nuttall oak
overcup oak
pin oak
swamp chestnut oak
swamp white oak
swamp red oak
water oak
persmmon
swveetgum
sycamore

Very Flood Tolerant Species are defined astreesthat
can withstand flooding for periods of two or more
growing seasons.

aspen
bald cypress

cottonwood
greenash

poplar
willow
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