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| mproving Ruffed Grouse Habitat
Chris Schnepf

|daho has several grouse species, but the most common
on privatewoodlandsistheruffed grouse. Many of us
enjoy hunting, photographing or even just having ruffed
grouse*“around’ . Although grouse popul ationsvary from
year to year, you can increase the average numbers of
grouse by providing better habitat on your property.

Much of theruffed grouse habitat research was devel -
oped in the eastern states, however, basic principles
should apply to Idaho birdsaswell. Ruffed grouseare
omnivorous, and have been known to eat over 600 dif-
ferent food items, including buds, leaves, berries, nuts,
grain andinsects. Buds, especially those of shrubsand
treesthat are abovethesnow, are particularly vitd. Win-
ter cover (pocketsof heavy conifers) area soimportant
for grouse, but only if thereisn’'t cold, dry snow inthe
winter - if thereis, thegrousewill bury themselvesinit,
relying onthe snow toinsulate them.

Quality grouse habitat requiresvariety. Grousethrivein
the habitat providedinavery young forest - acomplex
variety inthe species, size and distribution of treesand
shrubs. Generally, the more diverse your woodland's
vegetation, the better for ruffed grouse. Toincreaseshrub
variety, landownerscan:

* Create small openingsthroughout theforest (1/4 to
1 acreand at least 600 feet apart).

» Widen areasaong forest roadsto 30 feet or more.

* Cresate shrub borders between woodland and fields.

* Thintreestoincrease shrubsunder stands.

* Consider planting additiona treesand shrubs.

Individua grouserangeover reatively small areas(10-
40 acres) so variety isnecessary across small tracts.
Increased “ edge” (areas between timber and brush or
grass) on your property, isgood for grouse and many
other speciesof wildlifeaswell.

You canaso help grousereproduction. Many of ushave
heard maegrouse” drumming” fromfalenlogsor sumps
inthespring to advertisetheir availability tofemales. If
thereare not any large diameter logslying around, con-
sder leaving butt logsfrom defectivetreesfor drumming
and dusting placesif you harvest timber.

Before making improvements, it isimportant to under-
stand the habitat currently available. Thismay bedone
by s mply walking through the place, or through amore
forma wildlife habitat inventory. Try to map out thelo-
cationsof variouskindsof wildlife habitat, and set pri-
oritiesfor improvement.

Onceyou understand the current status of theproperty’s
habitat, try to integrate devel opment of grouse habitat
with devel opment for other woodland benefitsthrough
your forest management plan. Wildlife can usually be
accommodated with management for other vaues, such
astimber. If you harvest timber from your property, con-
sider how you canimproveruffed grouse habitat at the
sametime. For example, leave fewer stems per acre
whenyouthin, to favor brush development.

Ruffed grousearejust one of themany benefitsfroman
actively managed forest property. If you havefurther
guestionson how to improve grouse or other wildlife
habitat, contact the ldaho Department of Fishand Game
or your local University of Idaho Cooperative Exten-
son Systemoffice.

Thisinformation first appeared in Woodland NOTES, Val. 1,
No. 4.

About the Author: Chris Schnepfisan AreaExtension
Educator - Forestry and Professor at the University of Idaho.

The University of Idaho provides equal opportunity in education and employment on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, gender,
age, disability, or status as a Vietnam-era veteran, as required by state and federal laws.



