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When Cutting Firewood, Remember...There'sLifein Dead Trees
Kas Dumroese

A hedlthy forest needsdead trees. Soundsalittlefunny,
doesn'tit? Deadtreesplay at least twokey rolesin
maintaining forest hedlth - onewhilethey’ restanding
and oneafter they’ vefdlen. How aredead trees
important?

Asdead treesfal down and decompose, the nutrients
stored inthem aredowly rel eased back into the soil by
theactivity of fungi and bacteria. Thesenutrientscan
then be used by other trees. Downed logs, especidly
thosepartialy buried by duff or soil, act asmoisture
reservoirs. Sdlamandersand other amphibiansseek
shelter inthemoist wood of decaying trees. Seedling
establishment isoften enhanced by theavail ability of
downed woody debris.

Deadlogsinand over streamsenhancefish habitat.
Nearly dl speciesof fishlivingin streamsuselog cover
at somedageinther lifecycle. Trout especidly liketo
hideunder falenlogs. Someof theselogsaso provide
basking spotsfor turtles.

Standing dead treesareimportant becausethey provide
nesting and resting Sitesfor avariety of animals. About
45 speciesof birdsthat breedin Idaho useholesin
dead treesasnest sites. A few more, likeosprey,
hawks, and the great-horned owl, use broken tree-tops
tobuildtheir nests. Of the hole-nesters, seven species
of owlsand the Americankestrel dineonsmall rodents
inand around forests. About 30 specieseat insectsand
areimportant inregul ating the abundance of forest
insects, including wood borers, bark beetles, bud-
worms, and tussock mothlarvae. Includedin thisgroup
isthemountain bluebird, our statebird. Surprisingly,
seven speciesof duck aso usetree cavitiesfor nesting
including the gorgeous, but secretive, wood duck. Inthe
winter, treetrunksprovideinsulation from thecold and

birdsoften congregateintree cavitiesto sharewarmth
and protection. Inwinter, up to 167 pygmy nuthatches,
acommoninsect-eating birdin1daho, havebeen
knowntoroost s multaneoudy inasingletreecavity.

Next timeyou' reout cutting firewood or cleaning up
your woodlot, check the dead treesfor trunk holesor
brokentops. If they’ re present, leavethetreesoit can
serveasahometo insect-eating and rodent-eating birds
that shareyour forest. Thesecrittersarehel ping you
maintainahedthy fored.

Thisinformation first appeared in Woodland NOTES, Val. 4,
No. 1.
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