%yr% Universityofldaho
Cooperative Extension System

Ul Extension Forestry Information Series

Water Quality No. 1

Grow Treesfor Clean Water
Yvonne Carree Barkley

Water. It'severywhere. Inoceans, riversand lakes. In
the atmosphere. Inthefood weeat. Andin our
bodies. The earthistwo-thirdswater, but 97%issaty
ocean or seawater, and another 2%isfrozeninpolar
icecapsand glaciers. That leaves 1% of theearth’s
total water resourcesavailableto usintheform of
freshwater from underground aquifers, streams, lakes,
rivers, and theatmosphere.

Water flowsendlesdy through the hydrological cycle
changing fromliquid, to solid, to gas. Aspolluted
watersenter thecyclethequality of all wateris
affected.

How canyou hel p? Thereare many thingsyou cando
toimprovewater quality inyour area. It may beas
smpleasplanting atree!

Some of the best areastoimprovewater quality are
bogs, marshes, and riparian zones. Riparian zones
includeriver and lake bordersand serve asabuffer
zone of vegetation between thewater and the sur-
rounding environment. Thisbuffer zone helpsreduce
s0il erosion, stabilizesthe banksof 1akes, rivers,
streamsand irrigation ditches, and filtersout pesticides

andfertilizersfromagricultura run-off. Bog and marsh
vegetation can be adapted to filtering out toxic sub-
stances and soaking up excesswater.

An easy way to beginimproving water quality isto
plant trees, shrubssand grasseson wetland or riparian
stesthat need additiona vegetation. Local natural
resource agencies, thelibrarysand nursery catalogs
can help you decide what and how to plant.

Water isaresourcethat many of ustakefor granted
until itisnolonger safeto useor nolonger there. Let’s
improvewater quality now beforeit’stoo late.

For moreinformation on suitable speciesfor planting
inyour areacontact your local officeof theNatural
Resource Conservation Service or the Cooperative
Extension System. Ask about the ACP, CRP, HIP,
and other cost share programsavailableto promote
conservation planting.

Thisinformation first appeared in Woodland NOTES, Val. 2,
No. 1.

About the Author: Yvonne Carree Barkleyisan Extension
Associate - Forestry at the University of Idaho.

The University of Idaho provides equal opportunity in education and employment on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, gender,
age, disability, or status as a Vietnam-era veteran, as required by state and federal laws.



